Johnson’s Statement 
On Chinese A-Blast 


Following is the text of 
President Johnson’s state- 
ment yesterday on the 
Ch nese Communist ' deto- 
nation of a nuclear device: 

Tpe Chinese Communists 
announced that . they 
lucted their first nu- 
test today. By our 
detection system, we 
confirmed ’that- a low- 
lid test ' actually took 
in western China at 
t 3 a.m. EDT. 
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Secretary Busk noted 
:. 29, we ^ have known 
some 'time- that -the 
|ese Communists had a 
asUi-development pro- 
which - -was approach- 
e point of a-firsi; det- 
on of a test device, 
is explosion comes as 
surprise .do • the '-.United 
is Government.^ It- has 
fully taken into ac- 
jt, "in planning our own 
lse program and nu- 
capability.- Its military 
lificance should not 1 be 
•estimated. Many years 
great efforts separate 
g of a first nuclear 
e from having' a 
spile of reliable weap- 
vith effective delivery 1 
ms.' 

11 more basic is the 
that - if and when the 
ifse Communists . de- 
nuclear weapons 
:ms, free world nuclear 
;th will continue to be 
•mously greater. 

United States reaf- 
its defense eommit- 
in Asia.; . Even if 
unist China should 
tually develop an ef- 
e nuclear-' capability, ■ 
capability, would have 
; ffect upon the <■ readi- 
rf the United States, to 
md to. requests from 
nations for help in 
g -. w i,t h Communist 
■se aggression. The 
d States will also , not 
|verted 'from, its efforts 


to help the nations of Asia 
to defehd themselves and 
i;o advance the welfare of 
their people. 

The Chinese Communist 
nuclear weapons program 
is a tragedy for the Chinese 
people, who have suffered so 
much under the Communist 
regime. Scarce , economic 
resources ; which , could - have 
been used /to. improve the 
well-being of the-. Chinese 
people have been used to 
produce • a, crude 1 nuclear 
device which can only in- 
crease the sense of inse- 
curity of the Chinese 
people. Other Asian nations 
have" wisely chosen instead 
to work for the well-being 
of their people through 
economic development and 
peaceful use of- the ; atom. 
In. this way, they .’ have 
made a great contribution 
to the peace and security 
of the world. - 

The Chinese Communist 
nuclear /detonation is a re- 
flection of policies which 
do not serve the cause of 
peace. But there is no rea- 
son to fear that it Will lead 
to immediate dangers of 
war. The nations of the 
free world will recognize 
its limited significance and 
will persevere in their de- 
termination to preserve 
their independence.. 

We . join all humanity in 
regretting the contarnina- 
t j-D n of the atmosphere 
caused by the Chinese 
Communist test. We will 
continue in our own efforts 
to keep the atmosphere 
clear. We will pursue .with 
dedication and determina- 
tion our purpose of 
achieving concrete practical 
steps on the road that leads 
away from nuclear ar- 
maments and war and to- 
ward: a world of coopera- 
tion, : development and 
peace. ■ ■ : 



Associated Press 

President Johnisoii in a thoughtful mood yesterday after 
being informed of the Chinese atomic-bomb blast. 


